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Abstract: This lecture explores the theme of criminal justice in Chosŏn Korea (1392-1910) by investi-
gating forensic medicine and the postmortem examination of dead bodies. It focuses on homicide 
cases to probe into the cultural meaning of interpersonal violence. These homicide stories provide a 
window for us to understand how criminal justice was socially and culturally shaped and altered over 
time. A few of the many questions that will be answered in this study include: What knowledge of 
medicine was applied when seeking the cause of death, how were “law” and “medicine” complexly 
intertwined to shape and mold legal reasoning and argument, how did forensic practice evolve in the 
Chosŏn, how did inquest o�cials reconstruct crime scenes and visualize violence when performing an 
autopsy, and how did inquest o�cials treat di�erent forms of legal and medical knowledge in the prac-
tice of post-mortem examination? By analyzing a wide array of sources, including forensic texts, 
inquest reports, criminal records, legal codes, royal edicts, and veritable records, this study demon-
strates the development of forensic medicine and how forensic practice was associated with 
Neo-Confucian concepts such as benevolent rule, leniency, and judicial prudence.


