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Abstract: Since the sinking of the South Korean navy ship the Cheonan by North Korea in 

March, tensions have risen sharply in Northeast Asia. Joint U.S.-South Korean naval 

exercises held in recent weeks in response to the sinking have triggered dire threats from 

Pyongyang. At the same time, the Korean crisis has added new strains to Sino-American 

relations, as Beijing has objected strenuously to the deployment of a U.S. aircraft carrier in 

international waters near China. China's reluctance to support tougher sanctions against the 

North has added to American frustration. The regional tensions have unfolded against a 

backdrop of mounting uncertainty about the situation inside North Korea. The country's 

leader Kim Jong Il is in poor health and maneuvering to have his youngest son succeed him. 

Amid continuing economic difficulties, there has been growing speculation about the 

possibility of a North Korean collapse.  
  

How did the current crisis take shape? What are the choices facing Washington, Seoul, 

Beijing, and Pyongyang? What are the implications of continuing tension for the region?  
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