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Abstract: This talk focuses on the study of the rise of a regional subjectivity in northern
part of the Korean peninsula through a person’s life and work to highlight how a literatus
named Yi Sihang (1672-1736) from a marginalized region in early modern Korea had
become an advocate of regional subjectivity through various social, cultural, and
intellectual activities, in particular through his conscientious historical writings. It
examines particular historical experiences of the northern region and northerners’
continuous efforts to challenge popular bias and political discrimination against them
through the frames of biography and historical memory. It criticizes the historiographical
problem of “otherizing” the northern region and aim to fill a gap in Korean
historiography—namely, the lack of historical study of the northern region, P’yongan
Province in particular, from a regional perspective.
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