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Abstract: The presentation will describe how U.S.-ROK has developed from a patron-client relationship focused solely on deterrence of North Korean aggression into a comprehensive security alliance as a result of South Korea’s economic and democratic transformation and expansion of its own military capabilities.  The U.S.-ROK security alliance contributes to the foundation of the U.S. rebalance and has the potential to be an important component of the broader U.S. rebalancing policy going forward.  Factors likely to influence the contributions of the U.S.-ROK security alliance to broader U.S. strategies in Asia include the sustainability of a combined command structure on the Korean peninsula, continued interoperability of U.S. and ROK systems in areas such as Missile Defense, the deepening of defense cooperation to deter expanding DPRK capabilities, strengthened relations between South Korea and other security partners of the United States including Japan and other U.S. allies, a sophisticated alliance response to China’s efforts to bound the applicability of the alliance to areas beyond the Korean peninsula, and sustained support from both the U.S. and South Korean publics for continued comprehensive U.S.-ROK alliance coordination.

Bio: Scott Snyder is a Senior Fellow for Korea Studies and Director of the Program on U.S.-Korea Policy at the Council on Foreign Relations. He has held past positions with The Asia Foundation, Pacific Forum CSIS, the U.S. Institute of Peace, and the Asia Society, and has degrees from Harvard and Rice University.  Snyder is the co-editor with Park Kyung-Ae of North Korea In Transition:  Politics, Economics, and Society (2013) and co-author with Brad Glosserman of The Japan-South Korea Identity Clash: East Asian Security and the United States (2015).   He can be reached at <ssnyder@cfr.org>.
