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In early 2009, there were euphoric expectations that the Obama Administration 

would achieve a breakthrough in nuclear negotiations with North Korea. But 

Pyongyang quickly sent clear signals that it would not adopt a more accommodating 

stance despite the change in U.S. leadership. North Korea’s provocative behavior – 

including missile and nuke tests and attacking a South Korean naval ship -- caused a 

belated epiphany amongst U.S. experts that Pyongyang, and not the various U.S. 

policies under Clinton and Bush, was to blame for North Korea’s pursuit of nuclear 

weapons.  

 

Debates rage over the utility of sanctions or engagement in convincing Pyongyang to 

abandon its nuclear weapons. But, the U.S. and its allies are now struggling with the 

realization that there may not be a diplomatic solution to the North Korean nuclear 

problem. The potential ramifications of a leadership succession in North Korea 

create even greater uncertainty and overshadow policy discussions in Washington. 

There are questions whether the Obama administration’s “strategic patience” 



approach will work, or instead allow the status quo to continue….and continue to 

deteriorate. 
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