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Abstract: The U.S. will quickly interact with new leadership changes in both North and 

South Korea next year.  For North Korea, the U.S. has to monitor the changes in leadership 

as Kim Jong-un starts to develop more responsibilities. However, Kim Jong-il still seems to 

be leading the country as his trips to China and Russia clearly indicate. The U.S. will also 

have to continue to working with its allies and talking to North Korea in order to prevent 

further provocations from causing instability in the region. 

However with South Korea, the U.S. will have the challenge of maintaining this wave of 

positive relations and interaction with its ally. South Korean President Lee Myung-bak has 

elevated the importance of the relationship with the U.S., and there are many indications 

that one of President Obama’s best relationships is with President Lee.  In early 2012, the 

U.S. might face a different outlook in the National Assembly, and it will be interacting with 

a new South Korea president at the end of the year. Thus, the U.S. will have to adjust 



quickly to coordinate policies with the new leadership in South Korea, especially over 

North Korea issues. 

Michael Madden, author of the NK Leadership Watch blog, will talk about Kim Jong-un 

and other North Korean leadership changes to watch.  He will discuss the unveiling of Kim 

Jong-un to the world, his current positions in the North Korean government, and the other 

North Korean leaders that seem to be in Kim Jong-un’s support group.  Mr. Madden will 

also provide some other North Korean leaders to pay attention to for succession issues. 

Furthermore, Mr. Madden will discuss some of the prominent leaders in North Korea that 

work on issues involving the United States, China, and South Korea. He will conclude by 

providing some thoughts on how these countries should try to approach some of these 

individuals in North Korean leadership positions. 
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