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One Alliance, Two Lenses: American-Republic of Korea Relations in a New Era 

 

By Dr. Gi-Wook Shin (Stanford University) 

 

One Alliance, Two Lenses examines U.S.-Korea relations in a short but dramatic period 

(1992-2003) that witnessed the end of the Cold War, South Korea’s full democratization, 

inter-Korean engagement, two nuclear crises, and the start of the U.S. war on terror. These 

events have led to a new era of challenges and opportunities for U.S.-South Korea (ROK) 

relations. Based on analysis of newly collected data from major American and Korean 

newspapers, this book argues that the two allies have developed different lenses through 

which they view their relationship. Author Gi-Wook Shin argues that U.S.-ROK relations, 

linked to the issue of national identity for Koreans, are largely treated as a matter of policy 

for Americansa difference stemming from each nations relative power and role in the 

international system. Offering rich empirical data and analysis of a critically important 

bilateral relationship, Shin also presents policy suggestions to improve a relationship, 

whichafter fifty years has come under more sustained and serious criticism than ever before. 

 

Professor Gi-Wook Shin is the director of Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center; the 

Tong Yang, Korea Foundation, and Korea Stanford Alumni Chair of Korean Studies; the 

founding director of the Korean Studies Program; senior fellow at FSI; and professor of 

sociology at Stanford University. As a historical-comparative and political sociologist, 

Shin’s research has concentrated on areas of social movements, nationalism, development, 

and international relations. Shin is the author/editor of many books and articles that 

include: Cross-Currents: Regionalism and Nationalism in Northeast 



Asia (2007); Rethinking Historical Injustice and Reconciliation in Northeast 

Asia (2006); Ethnic Nationalism in Korea: Genealogy, Politics and Legacy (2006); North 

Korea: 2005 and Beyond (2006); Contentious Kwangju (2004); Colonial Modernity in 

Korea (1999); and Peasant Protest and Social Change in Colonial Korea (1996). His 

articles have appeared in academic journals such as the American Journal of 

Sociology, Nations and Nationalism, Comparative Studies in Society History, International 

Sociology, Asian Survey, and Asian Perspectives. 

 

 


